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HISTORICAL SCRAPS. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 








ANOTHER MIRACULOUS TALE. 

Much ridicule has been cast upon the Catholie Church. 
for the ease with which it has manufactured miracles, but, 
how long that Church will take precedence of the Protes- 
tant, is not easy to divine. A story is now circulating 
through the papers in this country, headed “Beneficial ef- 
fects of louking into the Bible,” which relates the case of 
aman who was in danger of losing his sight, and who was 
on the verge of blindness, being cured by looking into a 
Bible at Nanover,ouatourto Bremen. The circumstance 
inay have happened precisely as related, but the deduction 
which appears to be intended, is far from obvious. If it 
should induce any others, not merely to look into the Bi- 
ble, but to search the scriptures faithfully, it will, without a 
rational doubt, produce a real benefit ; if not by renewing 
the natural sight, by adding to that knowledge which is 
the life of the soul. N. 

“Wishing to try whether I in my blindness could distin- 
guish the paper and print of these from the common ones, 


I took one up merely for this purpose, without the least in- 
tention of selecting any particular passage ; aud now see 


what | read !” Ie here opened the Bible, and read Isaiah, 
xlit. 11. “And | will bring the blmad by a way they know 


not ; | will lead them in paths that they have not known : 

J will make darkness light before them, and crooked thing: 

straight. These things will | do unto them, aud not for- 

sake them.” “i read this verse and received my siglit.” 
oo 


FOR THE RELIGIGUS INQUIRER. 


WANT OF SERIOUS CONVERSATION 
LAMENTED. 

Mr. Editor,—It has long been impressed on the minds of 
thinking people, that in proportion to the| show of religion, 
and the noise made about it, true piety, or love to God and 
mun, manifested in acts of kindness to our fellows, most 
palpably decrease. ‘The following extract from the Bap- 
tist magazine is an acknowledgment of the truth of the sen- 


timest, and will bear me out in saying, that true religion 


is bartered for show, and that the sound has usurped the 
place of substance. “Reports of different societies,” and 
the various and multifarious tales of missjonary successes; 
are but poor aliment for the hungry, and but solemn mocke 
ery to him who is exposed to the tempest without the ne- 
cessary clothing. May tho:®*who need the reproof, re- 
ceive it, and no longer endeavour to feed themselves with 
the east wind. Every person of observation must knows» 
that wth all the noise made about the numerous societies 
termed charitable, the true, New-Englaud hospitality, 
warm from the heart, has rapidly declined. Instead of vis- 
iting the widow with consolation, relieving the distressed, 
and protecting the fatherless, they are fed with—/fracis— 
not with knowledge and understanding, nor with those 
things necessary for the comfort of the body, 

“[ have not known,” said an aged Christian to me lately, 
“any period for filty years past, when there was so little 
conversation aboyt spiritual subjects as at the present. 
Christians meet and converse about the “interest,” at such 
and such a place; or, about the reports of different so- 


cieties. 

That these “reports of different societies” are in a high 
degree calculated to vitiate the taste,and to substitute 
pride aud ambition for humility, is too evident to require 
anargument. May those who read, have hearing ears and 
understanding hearts. M. 


-_—o 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
BAPTIST DUPLICITY. 

Mr. Editor.—When | read such precious morceans as 
the fol »wing, it is impossible to avoid questioning the sin- 
cerity of the Baptists in their amalgamation with the 
Pedo- Baptists for proselyting purposes. How can they join 
hand in hand, and fellowship as Christians, those whom 
they consider as under the dominion of “the hideous mone 
ster, Antichrist 7°” What can they, what do they say 
worse of Catholics, or even of Universalists ? 

“Were such a change to take place, those who gee and 
lament that infant baptism has been the great corrupter of 
( hristianity, and the germ from whence sprung the hidee 
ous monster, Antichr'st, would have less cause for s+ pae 
rate churches, and separate communion, than now exists. 
“Thepe, also, that your correspondent will say but little 
about the close communion of the Pedo-baptists, or their 
cruelties and persecutions ; ‘or though these things are very 
easify and Jearly proved, yet they are the poorest argue 
ments in the world.”—Christ. Watchman. 

A piece lately travelled through the orthodox papers ig 


this country, headed, “The spirit of Popery persecuting 





anderucl.” That niese. and others of the samo stamp 
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4 are evidently forgeries, and their authors know them to 


be so, but | would ask in passing, how much better are ern- 
elties and persecutions from Protestant, than from Romish 


Churches The whole subject isso plain, that nothing}: 
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tii * Rarnestly contend for the faith.” 





a 3 As the tree falls so it shall lie. and as death leaves tus, so judg 
ment will find us.— VRADITION. 

This forged seripture is often quoted to prove that mau 
ex} criences ne change after death, and that ef necessity he 
& must be holy at the time of his exodus, or entertain no 
When 


ple are reduced to the dilemma of adding to the scriptures, 


reasonable expectation of a blisstul eternity. 





peo- 


we deveive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
bi ng confession is made by the most upright, not only 
tirough all the days of their earthly pilgrimage, but in the 


him to bless poor hell-deserving sinners with the joy of nis 
smile, their wicked character is settled for eternity, as God 
will not judge them to be less criminal than they feel them- 
selves to be, 
turough life,and during the last gasp of dissolving nature, 
what expectation of a happy futurity can be entertained 
by any person? but if in feeling unfit for heaven they mis- 
judge, how can they be satisfied with the state when they 


arrive at it, as they, having formed a character im this 


that world, and be disposed to cry to God tor mercy as 


:jearnestly there as here, in consequence of their great mis- 








‘this hum- 


ly:ug moment each one prays, ‘God be merciful to me a sin- 
7 | ‘ 

ver. These persons cannot be supposed to misrepresent 
hemselves when the light of eternity is bursting on their \is- 


on, and all things conspire to make them speak the truth ; 





yut should they le to God with the last breath, requesting 


This being the fact with the most righteous 


world for etermty, will feel themselves great sinners iu 


ery, and prospect of its endless continuance. Each imdi- 
vidual then being sinful through life and to the last mo- 
ment of rational or conscious existence, and our characters 
for eternity being settled by the aetions of this state, death 
must find us all sinners, and such we shal] remain forever, 
This inevitable consequence arises from admitting this for- 
ve’ passage into the sacred canon, or from granting the cen- 


timent which it vindicates, that we are now forming eternal 





$24 or of acknowledeing their sentiment the result of cireul- 
ig tous and doubtful illation. the character of ther belief is| 


easily seen, and its defencelessness strongly realized. 


Had, 
ty received the explicit support of the Bible, or been a fair 
in fabricating author ty for its defence, nor would the 


But as 


he seriptures afforded no direct proof of this doctrime, and 


caure of the interpolati n be read:ly discovered. 


ecriain teachers resolved it should at all events be establish- 


ed by svcred authority, the corruption was framed, printed 


in sermons, hymn-books and tracts. nd reiterated m= ex- 


hortatious and pravers, till it is as firmly impressed on the 


Bit te mind as any pertion of genuine scmpture. ‘This origin of 
6. ‘ag the passage is highly probable, if not historical, and may 
te? +4 7 satisfactorily account for its wide belief. and for the inabil- 
ts ¥ ity of its abettors to find tt, or the revelation on which it is 
* t grounded. Wiaith these prelim nary observations mm mind, 
é let us pass this celebrated text through the ordeal of eriti- 
eism, and leornthe result of the trial. 

ies ¥ The epitomized »mport of this forgery is, that our mor- 
he al condition is nualterably fixed at death, and as that finds 

¢ us, we shall eternally remain. This position being granted, 
i a, we ) roceed toiavestigate the unavoidable consequence- 
eee Every man, however exalted his attainments, or howeve: 
eT pure his moral conduct in this life, frankly admits that h 
ae is a transgressor of God’s Jaw, or by the denial fixes th: 


Cilarge oi sult upon his soul; tor'yf we suy we have ne sun, 


; | 
the opmion that we are now forming characters for eterni- 
solemn promises of God, we shall be prepared to expunge 
. : { - 
deduction trom its teaches, there could have been no u sey tt trom our memories, as genume scripture, and to consid- 


‘er that whoever perverts the word of God to improve it, 
t 


eharacters. 
Having seen to wl at conclusions a critical exposition of 
this forgery leads, invelving the entire family of man in 


un nding sin and tormen’, and that it contradicts the most 


orto support a favorite system, 1s most inexcusably pre- 
suming. Ecclesiastes x1. 5, is thought to be the passage into 
which this corruption has been foisted, but as that says 
nothing of man’s sinfulness, or of his moral state beimg 
settled at death, the common exegesis and correction are 
totally unwarranted, The preacher is remarking on alms- 


ith 


readiness, for he assures them if they cast their bread on 


giving ina manner calculated to make people bestow 





toe waters, after many days they shall find it. He fur- 
jthermore explains his request, and presses it home to the 
‘heart, hy observing that the clouds full of rain empty 
‘themselves on the earth, and that in the place where the 
jtree falls, there it shall be ; by the first of these consider- 
ations urging the affluent to give with the copiousness of 
the full cloud, and by the second she wing that wherever the 
charity is bestowed, there shall the good be enjoyed, both 
hy giver and receiver, 


We have now given our readers a fair opportunity of 





adging concerning this celebrated passage, that has been 


‘lezed with the strongest confidence to show that man has 





un eterval character while he is dying, and produced some 
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reasons for our belief; what remains, isfor them to make 
a rational decision, one that time and experience shall il- 
lhustrate and confirm. 


——— i 


From the Connecticut Observer. 


ENDLESS MISERY. 


Mr. Editor —1 have seen it advanced lately as an argu- 
ment against future, endless punishment, that as the ‘time 
will never come when this doom will have been suffered, 
it is clear it can never be imposed,’—Consequently ‘That 
God will never be able to finisha just purpose, though He 
will be eternally striving to effect it... [suppose it will not 
be denied that He has promised everlasting happiness to 
the righteous. But if the reasoning I have mentioned he 
correct, it will be difficult for Him to fulfil the promise, ‘as 
the time will never come’ when everlasting happiness will 
have been enjoyed! Consequently, shall we argue ‘that 
God will never be able to finish a just purpose, though he 
wiil be eternally striving to effect it?’ It will be found 
probably, that there is no more difficulty in inflicting end- 
less punishment, than in conferring an endless reward. 


Yours, &c. R. 


R does not seem to remember that God has declared 


be terminable, as whatever has Jegrees, or can be adjusted 
to another thing, is necessarily limited. Should it be 
measureless, it cannot be according to works, as all propor- 
tion is lost, and all equity impracticable, when there is no 
scale by which to measure the guilt, or graduate the pun- 
ishment. 

According to Calvin, unborn infants have the seeds of 
damnation in them, and they are sent to eternal misery, not 
for any malefaction, but for the corrupt nature which God 
has given them. This curse is utterly opposed to the 
scriptures, for they invariably found punishment on er:me, 
and graduate one by the other. The servant that knew 
his Lord’s will, but did not perform it, shall receive much 
correction, and he who knew it not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall receive little. But should these 
radically vile infants come into this state of existence and 
commit sia, for what should they be rewarded, their inbred 
depravity, or the misdeeds of this life ? should their ersmes 
he recompensed, they could not be punished for their aw- 


fully wicked nature; but should they be damned ior the 


mau shall be rewarded according to his works, and that iff” nfulness of their constitution, all the horrid atrocities cf 


his guilt be infinite, endless punishment will xof be accor- 


ding to it, as between two infinities there can be no imag- 


this life would pass with complete impunity. Whichever 


rround is taken, much guilt must be left without the Jeast 


° ° P ° . ° decree of ward, as re } ) s! "Ee spac 
inable proportion. Between finite and infinite there is no]“°S'®* of reward, as there will not be sufficient space in 


measure, or mean proportional, and between infinities the 
same want of measure or proportional exists. We can 
discover the common measure between four and six, but no 
proportional between four and any indefinite number, It is 
however as easy to ascertain the proportion betwen six 
and any uncertain number, as it is between two ciphers, or 
two infinities, the undertaking in each case being imprac- 
ticable. Hence punishment, if it be endless, cannot be 
according to infinite guilt, as between infinities there is no 
measure or proportion. 

But to render this difficulty the greater, it is alleged that 


man is immeasurably criminal before he sees the light, and 


that his infinite punishment does not commence till afterjand famine which he would send on the Jcowish 


eternity for God to punish adequately, either tor total de- 
pravement, or the wickedness o! this life, 

Avzain, endless recompense cannot be according to works, 
for if the first wrong act did not merit infinite punishments 
ll the crimes of a thousand years could not, us whatever 
Thena 
sinner must be eternally condemned for his first transgres- 


can receive addition, may receive it in perpetwo, 


sion, and all his other iniquities must remain forever un- 
timished, or his guilt must be limited, and consequently 
is reward, 

In the last place, when Gol most awfully depicts in the 
twenty sixth of Leviticus the plagues, miseries, desolation 


nation, 


death. Howtwo infinities can be of different lengths, es-|should they rebel against his laws and violate his covenant, 


pecially when one is made according to the other, is not}he mvariably declares the infliction shall be according to 


easily seen, nor could language or figures readily explain) ‘heir sims, an! for them ; yet nothing is better ascerta.ned 


it. Yet the vindicators of unending torment grant that)than the limitation of all those rewards. 


In the twenty- 


national sins receive their endless punishment in this life,| eighth of Deuteronomy ts another soul-harrowing denun- 


because nations do not exist in the coming state, and there-!c:ation on Israel, should they break the statutes, or disre- 


fore caunot be chastized in a social capacity. 


National) gard the ordinances of Heaven; but all the menaced cur- 


sins however are the misdeeds of individuals, and if the]ses are of a measured character, and proportioned to the 


criminals be rewarded in this stage of being, the fact de-|sins for which they are inflicted. 


monstrates that suffering need not be endless to be accor- 


ding to guilt, or to fulfil God’s threatening on the offender, 


Does any person delib- 
erately believe that God would threaten the Jews with all 


the miseries which those chapters describe, and declare 


It is moreover conceded that Christ endured eternal pun-|they were according to their sins, when endless torment 


ishment, or the very pains we deserved to suffer; but if| was deserved, and will be imposed on these, who have al- 


human nature bore in three hours all that Gud had mena-jready been corrected according to their deserts ? 


‘ 
Moreover 


ced for the sins of an individual, or of a world, the end-!the prophet affirms that the punishment of his people is 


lessness of suffering is completely disproved. 


greater than the punishment of Solom; but if the Sodem- 


Besides all this, punishment, to be according to guilt,jites are enduring endless pain, what comparson can be 


should be measurable, or proportioned to the deeds it issmade between the sufferings of Jerusalem and Sodom? 


desigued to reward ; should this be its character, it mustjli the wickeduess of man deserve, or God have threatcm 
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ed him with endless mesery vecording to his sins. how could 
Jeremiah say, the punis!ment of thine iniquity is accom- 
plished, O daughter of Zion, when it was grepter than 
the infinite recompense of Sodom, or how could Isaiah say 
of Jerusalem. that she had received at the Lord’s hand 


doll far 


and woull be gviven ? 


her sins, if an unlimited reward were due. 


But God has promised that he wil! 
not contend ferever, that he will net always be wroth ; and 
} 


the prophet. speaking for him says, he wil! not cast off for- 
ever; kot thongh he cause grief. vet will he have com- 


For he 


rep of men. 


passion accorlinz to the multitude of his mercies. 
1 


4 


doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chi 


With all these scriptures and reaconings before us, we re- 


‘ 


’ 


gnest R to qnote the statute of Heaven which threatens 


the offender with endless misery for his rworks, and ac- 
cording to them, for he must recollect that all the punish- 
ment which the scripture menaces to the criminal, is foun- 


ded on his guilt. and measured bv its degree. If this pen- 


alty cennot be fond attached to any law of God, it may 


be well to learn on what ‘t rests, for an opinion on this 


rreat subject shoul! neither be formed nor expressed on 
li 


of Coc 


weak authority. in infinite reward be appended to the 


»* 


Violation of anv Ms ordmances, which have been 


prbdlishe l to the world, it ean be noted out without dif- 


} 
‘ 


fienitvy, and all obsenrity removed from this momentou 
concern ; but if if cannot be shown, people should be ean- 
tious how thev aver that man is exposed to this awful 
doom, or that sucha penalty is regvistere 1 in the statute 
book of Heaven. 


gestions, and not fancy that the mere starting of an imay- 


j , 
4 c 


It is hope: will attend to these sug 
ined diffienity will invalidate a train of reasoning, which 
he has neither undertaken to criticise nor destroy. 


marks, for the clearer understanding of the subject, or the 


‘ 
' 


¢ 
t 


might appear superfluous to add anything to these re- 


removal of doubt, | ut as some may not discover how tlie 

objection is answered, we must be pardoned tor our pro- 

lixity. It is explicitly desired that endless happiness is 
! Q rt 


promised as the recompense of works; for itis the gift of 


fort of the dyimg hour. Then, while the soul feels that all 
visible things are fading away, that the schemes of earthly 
enjoyment are melting into air, and mortal friencs losing 
the.r power to sooth or alleviate its pains, the preciousness 
of God’s love is realized, and the tranquillity of a serene 
mind, and the assurance of a blessed eternity are truly ap- 


prec‘ated, 


Under these circumstances the most gildy, un- 
thinking and vicious are undeceived in regard to the 
eloominess of relizion, and made to know that a life of 
godlinets leads to a happy termination, and that a course 
of wickedness will render it a dread and awful thing to die. 
The following narrative shows the conquering power 
which a virtuous life and a trust in God’s unbounded love 
will impart, and describes the manner in which a young 
female ean leave all her friends, her every earthly pleas 
ure, and sink into the icy arms of death with sweet com- 
posure, and undoubting confidence in her Father's love. 
Let all her young sisters remember their Creator in the 
Te) 


vo down 


morning of life, and their evening sun will g 


smiles, 


“IT have not been acquainted with a more 


‘ 
: 


striking in- 
that glorying over mortality, which a firm taith 
n Jesus Christ ouly gives, than im the closing days of a re- 
lative whose lamented but triumphant death | witnessed. 


stance o 


Mariam had approached to her nineteenth year, when 
a lingering d 


Previous 


1< 
i 


ease began its work of destruction upon her. 
to this no threatening cloud had ever obscured 
the flattermg prospect of future prosperity. Fromm all the 
expectationsof worldly happiness she was ent off, by a 
slow buat fatal illness; yet the principles of reliziou in 
which she had been instructed trom ehildhood, and which 
she had experienced im more mature years, withdrew not 
ts solace nor the glory it revealed, while every thing else 
was steadily receding from her view; but winle approach- 
mg death was fast extinzuishing the transient glory of 
earthly things, a sure and steadiast hepe, if possible, in- 
ereased in firmmess and shed a more eniarged brilliancy on 
her mind. Her faith in the restoration of all things was 
firmand unwavering. It appeared the subject of the most 
jovous meditation, aud the most happy theme of conversa- 
ton. As she looked forward to the pleasures of heaven 
th delightful expectancy, the prospect that a redeemect 
world would finally mix in tts sublime praises, increased 


W de 





But 


allthe punishment that is denounced ison the ground of 


God. an! therefore in no intelligible sense a reward. 


’ 
; 


works, and measured by them. Tlence all the fancied di- 
lemma vauishes, when it is seen that God can promise man 
the iruition of bliss, and render the enjoyment perpetual, 


aud that he could take the same course in regard to mis- 
ery ; but the ground is entirely changed, when all penal 


Ms 
delinquent, anc 


suffering 1s based on the crimes of the 
graduated by them. This obvious distinction should be 
kept in mind by every one who attempts to investigate this 
interesting topic, otherwise free salvation aud free perdi- 
tion might be vindicated. 

— an 


UNIVERSALISM TRIUMPHANT IN DEATIE. 


Religion, pure and sustaining, the last and richest bless- 


ing of God to man, is the guard and embellishment of 


health, the balsam and solace of misfortune, the support 


and light of sickness and desertion, but the peculiar com- 


the pleasure of her anticipation. 

When the hope of recovery was yiel led to the fatality 
jot her disease, she expressed the utmost calmness and resig- 
But asthe time drew near that was to close her 
rthiv ptiigrimage she Jooked forward with eager desire 
ie time of her departure. 


) 
ie 


pation 
lea 

Death appeared less a king 
jof terrors than an angel of deliverance froin the bondage 
jof corruption, and as a conductor into the glorious liberty 
of thesons of God. A few days previous to her death she 


1on her friends to prepare her crave clothes, de- 
| } 4 


‘prevail 


siring they should be hung up mn her sight, and gazed upon 
them witha serene pleasure as though they pointed to that 
‘garment made white, in the blood of the 
Lamb, She gave directions for ber funeral, particularly 
requesting # preacher of the restoration to perform the 
funeral services as a further testimonial that she died firm 
in the faith she had professed. When death came, 
hailed himasa friend, and while she yielded her mortal 
life to his power, her mind gloried over himin that yieto- 
rious faith which for some weeks had almost yielded the 
joys of its realitiesto come. A few days before her dexth 
she dictated the following letter to some distant relatives.” 


Waelied clean 


she 


n 
« 


“Beloved cousins—I received your friendly letter and 
feel a sensible gratitude for your regard tome and our 
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family. Not being able to write myself, a friend w ritesia 
for me; and you must receive this as the last token of my 
friendship in this world. In this ] take my leave of you 
forever; and although I shall remember you to the last 
bour of my life, yet thisis my dying hourto you, for you can- 
not hear from me again till you hear | am in the tomb, 
You appear to have been ignorant of my situation—yon 
write as though | am as I have been in former years; ‘but 


I am no more to this world but a fast decaying sojourner to 
the land of spirits. 


It has been some months since a lingering cons sumption 
began to wear away my health; for a few weeks I have 
been confined a prey to constant decay ; an! a few more 
days willterminate my existence. This dear friends will 
be another witness to you of the uncertainty of all pros- 
pects below the sun. Our lives are shadows quick vanish- 
ing away. Aethe sunsets inthe west, leaving the world 
in g'oomy night,so in death; but as the solitude of night 
is cheered from the prospects of morning. so in death, we 
look forward with p'easure toa life of immortality be- 
yond the grave; or as the blossoms of summer are shorn 
in autumn, so are we cut off by death. But asin autumn 
we look forward to the returning spring, so in death we 
look forward to a resurrection of immortality; and so 
true as the morning suecceds the night, and spring returns 
after autumn, co true if we die we shall live again. Fare- 
well, you will remember that I loved you—you will re- 
member days of happiness in which you lived here. If 
you return our family will meet you with pleasure, but I 
shall be here no more. Farewell, you say you expect to 
visit us next fall, but [shall not see yon.- Many things 
will bring me “to your rememberance. You will remem- 
ber the places in which we have been together—you will 
remember these seasons of ha ppinese ; then remember my 
attachment to you. This is the last time I signify my love, 
for soon to this world the voice of Mariam will be silent 
forever. [donot fear death, 1am calm,I am reconciled— 
ves | even desire to depart. [do not fear death, | look be- 
yond it. [believe with a firm established faith that not 
only myself hut that all our fallen race will finally be sav- 
ed from sin and death, and unite in the song of the glorifi- 
edabove. My faith is not wavering, so farewell; that you 


may be happy here, that you may have the presence of 


God when you die, and that you may ever behold his face 
inthe eternal world, is the fervent and last praver of your 
eyer constant, affectionate and now dying cousin. 
M. M.” 
Montrose Examiner. 
—— 


ORTHODOX CONFESSION. 

‘The self-righteous Pharisees were doubtless snrprised 
and offended, at being told that the publicans and harlots 
should enterinto the kingdom of heaven before them: 
and, too often, in the spirit of self-complacency, are thie 


best of US at the present day, found to manifest a similar, 


state of feeling. 


This acknowledement from the Western Recorder, pub-; 
lished at Utica, under the patronage and for the benefit of;' 
the Western Edueation Society, and Auburn Theologic all 


Seminary, speaks a language which the self-stvled right-lot i his " rath in hell; * * * * # 


eous have never used in their publications, : 
would seem, an uphbraiding conscience must have fore ‘oil, 
them to employ in this ease, as they would make no self- 
accusations before men, except to gain a character for sanc-| 


tity in the estimation of the world, or to procure the favor 


of heaven, by innking God think well of them from scem-. 


ang tothink ill of themselves. But in this concession they t 


appear to speal: honestly, and withont any reference to, 


auch a purpose; we must therefore consider them as badi 


as a the y say they are, or char; ge them with falsehood ; for 





they certainly know whether the Pharisaical temper bee 
longs to them, and can speak 
onany. Should they choose to wear the character they 
have given themselves in this admission, no fault could be 
found, should peopie hereafter consider and treat them ac- 
cording to their own estimate; but should they disavow 
this abominable wickedness, they must be content to be 
called falsifiers of the truth. Inthis difficulty, the ortho- 
dox should make their option with all convenient haste, 
that they may suffer no misrepresentation, and that the 
community generally may understand how to rank them 

It is well known that these people have for years been 
telling God that he has not treated them justly, that he 
has not given them their deserts, that endless misery is 
their due, and that if he had dealt with them in strict jus- 


tice, they had long ere this been in the grave with the 


dead, and in hell with the damned; but when language of 


similar import is used in their public journals, issued under 


the authority of great names and for the advancement of 


the orthodox cause, and when their conduct furnishes at 
least a semblance of proof that the admission is true, peo- 
ple should not be censured for taking them at their word, 
as those who make the acknowledgment certainly know 
the corruption of their own hearts better than those, whe 
merely see their conduct, or hear their prayers. In close, 
if these evangelicals possess the temper they claim, let us 
consider and treat them according to their acknowledged 
character; but if they have made a false admission to 
men, such a one as for years they have been making to 
God, let us weigh their character for truth and judge of 
their title to our belief accordingly. 
—p— 
GINUVUINE CLD CALVINISIH. 

A few extracts from standard Calvinistic writers shal! 
here be given, that people may compare their sentiments 
with the religious dreams of Goths and Vandals, Turks 
and Saracens, Caffrarians and New Hollanders, and deter- 
mine their relative — 

President Edwards, while speaking of men as they come 
into life, with the very nature which God has given them, 
holds the following language , 


“So that thus it is th: ut natural men are held in the hands 





ind which, it} 


of God over the pit of hell; they have deserved the fiery 
pit, nnd are already sentenced to iL; and God is drea lfully 
p seoubben, his anger is as great towards them, as to those 
that are aetnally suffer ‘ring the exec ution of the flercenese 
* the devil is a for 
them; hell is gaping for them; the flames gather and flash 

ibout the “m, and would fain lay hold on them and sw wie 
the om up.’ 


“They are now the objects of the very same anzer and 
wrath of God, that Is expresses ad in th torments oi hell 
Ard the reason why they do not go down to hell at eac! 

noment is not because God, in Whose power they are, is 
not very angry with them; as angry as he is with any of 

hose miserable creatures that he 1s now tormenting in hell, 
and do there feel and bear the fierceness of his wre ath.” 


Jn another place, addressing nafurai men, or those who 


the truth on this subject, if 
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produced the fruits of their iniqrity, they have the seed o 
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INQUTIPER. 





remain in the condition m which they were born, he ob- 
serves, 


“The God who holds you over the pit of hell, much as 
one holds a spider or some loathsome insect, over the fire, 
abhors you and is dreadfully provoked : his wrath towards 
yon burns like fire; be looks upon vou as worthy of noth- 
ing else but to be cast into the fire; he is of purer eves 
than to bear to-have vou ia his sight; you are ten thous- 
and times so abommable in his eyes as the most hatetul 
and venomous serpent is in ours.” 





Calvin, speaking of the moral state of infants at, or even) 


before their birth, advances the following opinion, 
“And so even infants bring their damnation with them! 
from their mother’s wom), for although they have not vet 


#t inelosed within them. Nay. their whole nature is, as it 
were, a seed of sin: so that it cannot be otherwise than 
odions and ahominable to God.” 


Indeed, so fully does he believe this sentiment, that he 
repels the opposite idea with seeming warmth, and in 
these words, 


“As if J denied that the whole race of Adam was by na- 
ture, under a curse, so that even infants, before being 
born to licht, are liable to eterna! death.” 


Edwards again has furnished a representation of man’s 


last state, should he continue through life with the same 





nature he received at his birth, or in the same moral state 


in which his rational existence commenced: for the ser- 
mon is entitled, MEN NATURALLY GODS ENEMIES. 


. * - t 
“If you continne God's enemy until death, vou will al-! 


wavs be hisenemy. And after death, your enmity will, 
have no restraint, but it will break out, and rage without 


- or three weeks. 


POWER OF CONSCIENCE, OR TIE PENITENT THIEF. 


It is mentioned in the Baltimore American that a book 
seller inthat city has received through the post-office, a 
note from an unknown hand, enclosing a sum of money, 
and stating a bov had nearly a year ago stolen a book from 
his store—but that ‘God, to adopt the simple but expres- 
sive phraseology of the writer ‘would not let him rest, or 
keep the nook without paving for it.’ The letter concludes 
The booke 
seller assures the penitent thief that he cordially and af- 


thus; ‘forgive me as God has forgiven me. 


| faetionately forgives him, asks him not to disclose himself, 


cauti ns him against futare temptations and expresses the 
strongest desire for his respectability and happiness, 
— 


CHRISTIAN VISEPANT SOCIETY. 


It is truly rejoicing to be informed by the last Intelligen- 
cer that this Society has gone into successful operation, 
having published the first Visitant, entitled “.4nsiver to the 
question, Why are you a Unirersalist?” One thousand 
copies of this edition have been printed at Belfast and are 
now ready for gratuitous distribution by the members of 
the society. The second No. entit ed “Objections to Uni- 
rersalism sonsidered,” will he published in the course of 
May this laudable example of our 
eastern brethren excite the most noble, the most virtuous 
emulation throughout our bounds, but certainly persuade 
us to go and do likewise. 


N. B. The Visitant is furnished to agents and subseri- 


control. When you come to be a fire-brand of hell, you bers at the moderate price of one mill a page. 


will be a fire-brand in two respects, viz. as you will be all| 
on fire, full ef the fire of God’s wrath; and also as you 
will be all cna blaze with spite and malice towards God. 
You will be as full of the fire of malies, as you will with 
the fire of divine vengeance ; and both will make you ful! 
of torment. 
deed. Youare now a viper. but under great discuise; a 


wolf in sheep’s clothing; but then your mask wil’ be pull-; 


ed of; you shall ‘ose your garments and walk naked 
Rey. xvi. 15. Then will you, as a serpent spit poison at 
God, and vent your rage and malice tn fearful biasphemies. 
Out of that mouth, out «f which when von oven it will 
proceed flames, wi'l also proceed dreadful blasnhemies 
against God. That same tongue, to cool which you will 
wish for a drop of water. will be eternally empléyed in 
cursing and blaspheming God and Christ.”—Edward’s 
Works, vol. vii. p. 198. 

This description is rendered more glowing, and the hor- 
or of the picture stands ovt in bolder relief, when it is re 
membered that this is the damnation of infants, this th 
eternity of these littie e/pers ! 

An army of 707.000 ministers is certainly needed to con 


vert the heathen to such christionity, and te spread so glo 


rious a doctrine over the earth with the universality of 


night. The moral, intellectual and eivil condition of the 
pagan nations would be so astonishingly improved by pros- 
elytism to this faith and a practice correspondent to it. 
that no philanthrop'st, no yvindicator of a religion, that 
sends unborn infants to hell, should longer be remiss ina 
work designed to enhance the glory of God, and to pro- 
mote the felicity of his race. 


a 
ASSOCTATION, 
The Chenango branch A-sociation of Universalists met 


Then you will appear as you are, a viper in-|@C! ling to adjournment at Sheshequin, Bradford county, 


‘Pa. August 3/st. 1625, heard five discourses, gave letters 
‘of fellowship to Brs. Nehemiah Ripley, Nelson Doolittle 
Adams and C. R, 


Marsh a committee to visit the Western Association in next 


and Philip Pulver, appointed Brs. 8, 


June, heard much rejoicing intelligence from the societies 
in the conuexion, inducing them to persevere im a cause, 
whose success would fill the universe with the beatific 
vision and adjourned to meet at the Baptist meeting house 
in German, Chenanvo county, N. Y. on the last Wednes- 
lay and Thurscay of August, .826. The Circular by Br, 
larsh is truly refreshing. 

ncnttififnme: 

NOTICE, 

The Rev. John S. Thompson has transferred the Unt- 
VERSALisT to the Rev. Stephen R. Smith of Clinton, 
who will hereafter-conduet said work. The Rev. Thomas 

‘ross has resigned the editorial care of the GospEL AD- 
VOCATE, in consequence of his age, and  s succeeded by 
the Kev. L. S. Everett.—-The present number of Univer- 
salist publications is ten. Proposals have been issued for 
a new paper, at Cleavlaad, Ohio, to be called the MessENe 
GER OF SALVATION. 
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CHRISTIAN METHODISM. 

We are about to record an example of christian can- 
dour and liberality, which is deserving of unqualified ap- 
probation, and is worthy of being observed ior the umita-}" ; , 
tion of allthe churches in christendom. A member of af These are, in truth, plain and simple notions; but they | 
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INQUIRER. 


unworthy of the name of mau or Christan, Am ] better 
prepared tor dying, than | was last week? And whenT 
look forward, how am | going to spend the next week; 
and what new project for improvement have [| in mind? ‘ 
And how am | about to sanctify the Sabbath? And what hi 
can Ldo for the good of others? i 

; 
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: respectable church in this town has been dismissed by]are such as often come ito the head of 

them at his own request, with a fuli and clear understand- A plain man in the country. 
ing that it was for the purpose of becoming a member of —-— 

the Universalist « hurch. Nor has this been done hastily, THE POISONOUS APPLE. 

and without consideration, as their Letter of dismissiou ‘There is a tree called the Manchineel, which grows iw nh 
clearly shows. We will here transcribe the letter, thatli.. West-Indies ;—its appearance is very attractive, and 
our numerous readers may award to them the meed of the wood of it peculiarly beautiful ; it bears a kind of ap- tb 
praise which is justly their due.— Telescope. ple, resembling the golden pippin. This fruit looks very ae 
tempting, and smells very fragrant ; but to eat of it is in- ih a 
stant death; and its sap, or juice, is so poisonous, that if a 

few drops of it fall on the skin, it raises blisters, and occa- 

sions great pain. The Indians dip their arrows mm this 

juice, that they may poison their enemies when they 

wound them. Providence hath so appointed it, that one 

of these trees is never found, but near it there grows 2 

white wood, or a fig-tree, the juice of either of which, if " 
applied in time, is a remedy for the diseases preluced by 
the Manchineel. Now, when I read this accuunt, | thought 
of sin and salvation. Sin, like this poisonous apple, looks ’ 
pleasant to the eye, and men desige it—eat of it and die. 

You perhaps, my dear children, think there is no harm in ef 
such a thing,—’tis only a little sin; but who would eat a ie: 
little poison? The least sin, if not forgiven, will ruin 
your soul forever. This is the fruit that must not be ae 
tasted ; yea, it ought nt to be looked upon, or thought of. 

It issin that gives to thedarts of the Adversary all their Be 
fiery qualities; and to the arrow of death all its bitterness. ' 
Now you have looked upou the fruit of this tree, have de- 2} 
sired it, and have eaten of it, and if not delivered from its At 
fatal effects, vou will surely die: but there is a remedy at eg 
hand: itis the precious gospel of the Son of God which 1} 
soothes the troubled conscience, and cleanses it from al! 





LETTER OF DISMISSION, 


“At a regular meeting of the Stewards and Leaders of 
the Methodist E. Church, in the Town of Providence, 
held at the house of Br Daniel Field July 11, 1825, Br. 
Oliver Remington came before said meeting and requested 
a dismission from said Church. Voted, that the request of 
Br. Remington be referred to our next meeting,--whieh 
was held at the house of James Snow, Jr. July 25, 1825.— 
Voted, that Br. Oliver Remington be dismissed, agreeably 
to his request.—-And we further state, we know nothin 
against his moral character, 

A copy, from the Steward’s Book of Reeords.” 
(Sigued) LoweLL ApAMs, /ecorder. 
—_—_—~<_— 


From the Trenton Emporium. 
SATURDAY EVENING. 


It is proper, often to call ourselves to a solemn account 
or the time past of our lives; but particularly so at the 
close of days, months, and years. And at the close of the 
week, when our toils are done, and we may perhaps be 
seated at the door, or by the fireside, with our tamiles 


sin. ‘ 
around us, and the prattling babes about our knees, and _ . ai 
the thousand little scatinas comforts, which cluster tovetti- “Not balm, new bleeding from the wounded tree, - i 
er in our Imagimations, when we hear of Saturday night al ae blessed d Arabia —_ her spicy groves, ay i 
home; at such a season, if we ure people of any serious Such tragrance yields, a 
thought, our minds must, insome measure, be taken up| Apply, therefore, to this means of cure !--fly to a eruci- dt 


with sober reflections. There is something peculiarly sol- 
emn in the eve of the Sabbath, m the return o!} labor rs, 
and the preparation for rest, and the general feeling of en- 


ficd Saviour !——-There is no time to be lost !—the puison 
works within! the disease every moment is encreasing ! Go 
to the Great Physician without delay, and say, ‘Lord, if 

















gee — 


largement. And even where we do not observe the east-|thou wilt, thou canst make me clean !’ 

ern custom of commencing our Sabbath on Saturday eve- —>— 

ning, yet the Lord’s day seems to dawn, and the cessation REFLECTIONS. 
of cares to betoken someting peaceful, and the expecta- TO-DAY. 

tion of approaching solemnities to calm the soul; so that ig 35 
the man must be peculiarly volatile, or peculiarly stupid, Thave watched the vicissitudes of to-day, and dwelt up- 
who is not, of necessity, thrown out of the common route!©® its most remarkable incidents, with a design to find 
of his giddy, or his busy thoughts, when the ruddy streaks) Whether chat satisfaction is enjoyed which yesterday pro- 
of the west are beginning to grow dusky, and the week mised. 

seems fading away. Aud whatare the thoughts whicha| The day opens fair—the matin blush pervades the east- 
conscientious person would have,and which, of course, Wel/ern horizon, and tranqurlity broods over the happy scene 
all ought to have, at such atime? A week is past; let my! At such a moment, could care be banished from the soul, 
thoughts run through its ‘-usiness ; and let conscience pass! how delicious would be the sensation! But such a state ne 
a faithful sentence :— Am Ta better man.a better husband, belongs not to mortality. The mind reverts to those sub- ' 
a better wile, a better nexgabor, or whatever be my call- jects wherein repose its particular mterest:. Corroding 
ing, and whatever the duties which it lays upon me? Am «ores croud upon the soul, distracting it by divers incite- 
I more satisfied with the conduct, than || was the week be-|ménts, overwhelming it with their magnitude, and disturb- : 
fore? If | am not,] have lived m vain. What have Iiing it a thousand different ways. This day is but another 7 
done for the good of the neighborhood ? what for the pub-;yesterday—the same round of pleasure and pains dissi- { 
lic good?) How have | been prospered in business; andjpates the fleeting hours, and the same aspiring hopes, ‘f 
how have] shown my thankfulness by administering tolof a more happy and peaceable to-morrow, spontaneously ig 
the necessities of those aronnd me? Are no sick, afilictedjarise. ‘Too much preparation is destructive to enjoyment, ike 
‘strangers in my vicinity? Hf not, is not this the most fa-jand too ardent hopes are but the forerunners of disappoint 
vored spot under heaven? And if there are, what have l]ment. Man lives upon hope—'tis that which sustains ra- Mb 
doue jor their relief? [i in none of these things, | have}ional existence, and administers comfort to him m hour 
been unproving, Lam living lor myself; a selfish miggard.'of depression; but when perverte, it Lasomege tlie ipstre- 
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celerity ; thisspirit, manifested by all, seems imparting an 
impulse for some extraordimary purpose. What end is 
proposed by all this activity? Some are constrained by 
necessity, others by the anticipation of reward, and ali 
with the hopes of some future advantage. Does the frui- 
tion of advantage always coincide with the prelibation of 
tiem? By no means, and the reason isobvious. ‘The dis- 
position of the human mind is the pivet upon which turus 
the whole affair; hence we cannot see every adventitious 
state of ourselves, and consequently if we be inflated with 
hope, We are obnoxious to disappoimtment. The hopes of 
yesterday are merged in those of to-day, and those of the 
present will be blended with the aspirations of to-morrow. 
‘Then where is that haven of rest so ardently coveted by 
us? Beyond the confines of this mortal sphere ! 
llenvey. 


BOO IS OR RR RGR kok ak dak kak kak skoak oki aka otejie ae 
“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 


6 Oe a Oe 2 2 2 is ae a RH OO og oe ee ae oR OO 2 oi ie ok ok oe ok eae 


THE ROSES. 
Addressed lo a Friend, on the birth of his first Child. 

Two Roses, on one slender spray, 

In sweet communion grew, 
Together haild the moruing ray, 

And drank the evening dew ; 
While sweetly wreathed in mossy green, 

There sprang a little bud between. 


—<—j—— 


Aliempts to convert the Natives of the East to Ch rishianity. 


i 


‘hirty years have already elapsed since Protestant Mis- 
sionaries have been numerous throughout India. 


} 
‘ 


s During 
that interval, they have circulated m the country upwards 
of amillion «i Bibles; and after thirty years uninterrupt- 
a. 5 
fa 
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Pry or, they recison, according to the acknowledement of 
their own advocate, only 1000 proselytes! Aud even 
these are mere abortions, the greater part of which pemsh 
by apastacy. About two vears b fore my departure from 
Tudia, the Drotestant Missionaries of Serampore found 
themselves uuder the necessity of discharging from their 
service all theirnew converts, whom they had employed 
in their printing-house. These new Christians having lost 
their caste by embracing Christianity, and finding them- 
selves destitute, presented a memorial to Dr. Middleton, 
tle Bishop of Calcutta, explamming to him, that when the 
Missionaries induced them to become Christians, they had 
proinised to supply them with the mean- of existence.— 
The missionaries alleged, in their justificatiou, that they 
hal been compelled to act in this manner, because these 
wretches, after their conversion to Cliristianity, had be- 
cone so vicious, and especially to mtemperate,, that they 
feared lest the sight of the daily and scandalous excesses 


Thro’ clonds and sunshine, storms and showers, 
They open into bloom, 

Mingling ther foilage and their flowers, 
Their beauty and perfume ; 

While toster’d on its rising stem, 

The bud became a purple gem. 
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But soon, their summer splendour passed, 
They taded in the wind, 

Yet were these Roses, to the last, 
The loveliest of their kind, 

Whose crimson leaves, in falling round, 

Adorned and sanctified the ground. 

When thus were all their honors shorn, 
The bud untolding rose, 

And blushed and brightened, as the mors 


committed by them should pervert the whole of their Pa- 
gan workmen.—-Oriental Herald. 
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RIARRIZED, 
Tn this city, by the Rev. Mr. Lindsley, Mr. David Bur- 


From dawu to sunrise glows, 
Till o'er each parent’s drooping head 
The daughter's crowning glory spread, 


My Friends! in youth's romantic prime, 
The golden age of man, 
Like these twin Roses spend your time, 


' 


baux, to Miss Mary Bliss, daughter of Mr. lsaac Bliss. Life’s little less*bing span ; 


Then be your breasts as free from cares, 
Your hours as innocent as theirs, 


---<>——_ 


DIZ 
At New-LIaven, on the 24th ult. the Hon. Judge Chap- 
Man. 


=? 
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And in the infant bud that blows 
In you pneirchug arms, 
Mark the dear promise of a rose, 
The pledge of future charms, 
That o’er your withering hours shall shine, 
Fair, and more fair, as you decline ;— 


{Re 


At Loudonville, Ohio, Mrs. Sarah Bull, relict of Mr. 
Flezekiah Bull, formerly of thi- city. 
Iw r 
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NOTICE. 

ALL who wish to discontinue their papers at the close 
of this Vol. are requested to inform us before the fifth 
commences, or they will be cousidered subscribers for it. 
No paper will be discontinued til! all arrearages are paid, 
but al the discretion of the publisher. Ageuts are reques- 
ted to give us a correct list of all subseribers to the fitth 
Vol. and to iorwartl the mouey due on the fourth as soon 
as possible. Persons ata distance, who have directed us 
to send BOOKS to their order, are requested to forward the 
amount due immediately. 


a 


Till, planted in that realm of rest, 
Where Roses never die, 
Amidst the gardens of the blest, 
Beneath a stormiess sky, 
You flower afresh, like Aaron’s rod, 
That blossum’d at the sight of God. 
MonTGOMERY. 
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BALIOUR’S INQUIRY. 

Just received at this office, Balfour's Inquiry, seeond ede- 

fion, bound and in hoards. Also Balfour's Reply to Sa- 

bine’s Lectures on the Inquiry, containing, Ist, a Defence 

of the Inquiry ; 2d, Sabme’s proofs of a future retribution 

considered. Price of the Inquiry, $1,25 bound; $1,00 in 
bourds.—-Reply 50 cents, 





(L>°Post-Masters are solicited to inform us in proper seas- 
on when any paper is not taken irom the oflwe, that no 
mistake should be made by sendiug the pavera year tou 
person who never culls for it, 
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